PHOTOS BY MILLIE RGSE MADRICH
Bocce generates plenty of -tension and excitement, as these

fans make clear as they apply a little body English to
yesterday

1

s competition.
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it was fun to get this far.” - _
Boccee is a traditional Italian game played in a 64-foot-
long dirt court with raised wooden sides.. Two teams pf. |
“four"players and .a coach each play with eight large -
wooden balls and.a smaller target ball called the “pal- .
lina.” : S L S
«-/Thedbject for each.team is to get their balls as 2lose as -
-possible to the target ball, while knocking away their op-
ponent’s balls and scoring points in. a best-two-out-of-..
three match. v . e
“It's a traditional-game and it’s very popular here in
-Stamford,” said Pete:Capitili, one of the tournament ar:
-ganizers. Capitili is an official for the ‘Stamford Bocee
Leaguie, arid one of several local players who decided
nearly a year ago that the ¢ity could annually suppogt:
alarge regional tournament. IR
So, after many months of planning, league officials
yesterday welcomed a total of nearly 160 bocce players
from Connecticut, Massachusetts and New York to the
eight courts at Scalzi Park for the first annual affair. & -
“We hope it becomes an annual event,” said Bob Fio 5
another of the fournament’s organizers. “We hope we mwﬁ
the prize money up a liftle more each year and keep at-"
mwmnm:m more teams. Next year we hope it goes for two |
m%m.: ’ B . ,
A key hurdle in guaranteeing the success of .ﬁEm@._m_mmnmm\_ _
tournament, Fiorfsaid, was atfracting asponsor. ;|
Medaglia D’Oro, makers of espresso coffee, agreed fo
back the tournament and yesterday provided their own. |
‘'special brand of energy throughout the day from under--|
neath broad umbrellas bearing the traditional Italiap:
colors of white, red and green. . Lo i 3
~ “They said they'd come back next year, too,” said Ca- |
pitili of the sponsors. “And that’s important for us, We
have nice courts here at the park and we think the city’s
big esough to support a very big annual tournament if we
just keep growing a little af a time.”” - T
He added that the day is a family and social draw as
well, as spectators and family members gather in. groups
to cheer, eat and talk, Yesterday’s crowd swelled at
times to nearly 150 people. . o
_While bocce is a traditional game that places a pre-
mium on experience, Capitili said more and more young
people are being drawn into competition by the success
and pgpularity of the 32:team Stamford league. He said:
‘the’league now sponsors competition for yourigsters and
-womei. : iy . j
“~"As further inspiration for any newcomers. yesterday:
was the performanceof thie team from Local1038,.a fiver
some with only one truly seasoned player that rolled over
il more experienced teams on its way to-the final
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~Andrew Cerreta. “But-the' rest of these guys have only |
played for a year or two, We really never thought we’d do_

~'this well. But we got lucky and just stayedhot.”
--Rouding out the team were John Mazza, Louis Umwa-k
Sco. and. Bobby Dyer. The team captured a ¢lose semi-
.final win that took more than two hours as they nipped
d team; sponsored by Bongiorno’s store. 4
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